
October 10, 2016 

8th Grade English 
Teacher du Jour Assignment 

Hey, 8th graders, I’ve hatched a brilliant plan where you teach grammar and I take notes! Our “test teacher,” 
Londyn, did such a fabulous job with irregular verbs, and the entire class showed such enthusiasm for the idea, 
that I’ve come up with a 2nd quarter schedule where each of you will be given the opportunity to strut-your-
stuff as teacher for a day. Yes, that’s right, it’s something akin to, “Give me a nickel and I’ll let you whitewash 
my fence” (paraphrasing Tom Sawyer in one of Mark Twain’s classic novels).  

Assignment: You will be given a grammar topic and a set of pages (I put the start page of each section on the 
calendar) in your English textbook to reference and utilize. Your job is to teach your classmates about your 
specific grammar topic. You are responsible for conveying the topic that the entire class will be tested on. 

Your job as a Teacher:  

1. Research the subject matter. 
2. Plan the lesson. 
3. Prepare detailed, written notes to aide in your teaching.  
4. Teach the topic to your classmates, engaging them, using examples on the board or handouts or both. 
5. Assign homework, and work through it in class if time allows. 
6. Answer the many, many, many questions from your students. Repeat each answer 24 times. (Just 

kidding -- sort of). 
7. Keep track of strikes for students talking during the lesson, not paying attention or, otherwise, being 

unruly.  
8. At the end of class (last five minutes or so), enforce the strikes.  

Teachers will turn in these hardcopy assignments:  

1. Your lesson plan detailing how you are going to approach and convey the subject matter to classmates. 
2. Your detailed notes from the actual teaching (including annotations). 
3. Write a journal entry about your teaching experience. (Three paragraphs, five sentences each.) 

Teacher grades:  

1. The teaching portion is a participation grade with 100 points possible. I’ll evaluate you on content 
presented to the class and the hardcopy work provided. 

2. The journal entry on your teaching experience is a writing grade with 100 points possible for that one, 
three-paragraph entry. I’m looking for correct spellings, punctuation, and sentence structure (and a 
little creativity never hurt anyone!). 

Your job as a Student: 

1. Show the utmost respect for your classmate who is teaching the class, and cooperate fully. (What I 
really mean is this: I’m looking for behavior that is way better than I’ve been seeing in the classroom.) 

2. Take notes, pay attention, and do the work your student teacher (and teacher) assigns. 

Student grades: Your participation grade is 5 points per day. You are given 5 points at the beginning of each 
class. It’s your job to keep the 5 points. Failure to cooperate with the student teacher (or me), or a lack of 
respect therein, will result in the loss of your five points and a possible disciplinary point sent to the principal.  

Remember: Your presentations must be appropriate for our class time! If you’re in doubt about content you 
are thinking of using, ask me. And, no, there won’t be any “team teaching” on this project. Don’t ask. 

Note: The Schedule I’m giving you is tentative. Any changes to the schedule must be cleared with me. 


