
October 14, 2016 

8th Grade News Hound Assignment 

This is an ongoing assignment where 8th graders will provide articles about happenings at St. Joseph School for the 

Bulldogs Pen, Unterrified Democrat, Catholic Missourian and, hopefully, by next semester we can start publishing a small 

newsletter with your work. 

The purpose of news writing is to answer the questions: who, what, when, where, how, and why? These interrogatives 

form what journalists refer to as an “inverted pyramid,” which means you lead with your most important information, 

then your subsequent paragraphs have decreasing importance. As journalists, you should always be asking yourself, 

“What is the main idea of this story?” 

Your “source” is the basis of each story. This can be a person and/or a published article. Each article must contain at 

least one quote and the source of the information you are using. For example: “Mrs. Tammy Ogden, principal of St. 

Joseph School, said, . . .” or “According to the Catholic Missourian, . . .” Inaccurate reporting, malicious portrayals, 

and/or plagiarism will not only diminish your credibility, it will get you tossed off of news assignments for the rest of the 

school year in the journalism portion of our studies! (That’s not the only consequence.) 

Your stories must show usage of correct grammar, sentence structure, spelling, clarity, substance, accuracy, and brevity. 

Write in a way that makes your piece worth reading and draws the reader to your story. You’re doing an injustice to 

your subject if you write anything less than your best. You’re doing an injustice to yourself if you submit poor 

workmanship for publication. Remember, you are promoting your school and parish with your writing. 

This is an example of the format we will be following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headline – This is usually a complete sentence. Its purpose is 

to “quickly and briefly draw attention to the story. It is 

generally written by a copy editor, but may also be written by 

the writer, the page layout designer, or other editors,” 

according to Wikipedia. 

Byline – Dictionary.com states a byline is "a printed line of 

text accompanying a news story, article, or the like, giving 

the author's name.” 

Lead – “A lead paragraph (also called a lead or lede) in 

journalism and sometimes other kinds of literature is the 

opening paragraph of an article, essay, news story or book 

chapter,” per Wikipedia. “Often called the lead, it usually 

occurs together with the headline or title. It precedes the 

main body of the article, and it gives the reader the main 

idea of the story. In both spellings, the word rhymes with the 

word need.” 

Main Body Text – Oxford Dictionary describes this as, “The 

main part of a printed text, excluding items such as headings 

and footnotes.” 

The Last Word – This is your chance to briefly sum-up your 

article. It’s also a good place for a “call to action,” such as: 

“Make plans to join us for the St. Joseph Parish Fall Festival 

on Sunday, Oct. 16! The serving of German pot roast, 

sausage, and ream mashed potatoes starts at 1:00 pm.” 

 

←Headline 

 

←Byline goes here 
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Publisher: Mrs. Tammy Ogden, principal, makes final decisions on all information released.  

Editor: Mrs. Lisa Orf, English teacher, will give you assignments, guidance, help you edit your work, and give you grades. 

8th Grade Advisor: Mrs. Ann Cavender, 8th grade teacher, will provide advice, guidance, and help with technical details. 

Deadlines: It is likely that you will receive weekly assignments. Your assignments will have deadlines attached that are 

respective to the various publication dates. 8th grade journalism is a new endeavor for our school, so we expect a few 

growing pains. Be patient, we’re doing the best we can to smooth out the rough spots. 

Points: Your articles will be worth varying points based upon the difficulty of the assignment, with all class members 

having the same number of journalism points available to them each quarter.  

Byline: The first name on the byline is the person who actually wrote the story. This is to be done on a rotating basis. For 

example, if Kaitlyn writes the first article for her group, her name will appear first with Lucy, Dani, Londyn, and Dawson’s 

names following hers. The next article will be written by Lucy, and the other four names will follow hers. All five 

members of each group are expected to contribute to each article. Group members will each receive the same grade. If I 

get credible reports of “dead-weight,” those individuals will receive no credit for the assignment. 

Group Assignments: 

St. Joseph School – You’ll be writing about happenings that effect our school. This can be anything from playground 

updates, gifts to the school, what’s new in the cafeteria, faculty and staff profiles, our history, and interesting facts 

about St. Joe with a special focus on what makes St. Joseph School and our Catholic faith special. 

St. Joseph School Group: Abby, Allie, Mikayla, Malory, Jennifer 

8th Grade – You’ll be writing about events and assignments impacting the 8th grade, plus featuring your fellow 

classmates in profiles. As the senior-ranking class at St. Joe, you will want characteristics such as respect, tact, 

independence, kindness, quality, and faith to be reflected in your writing as well as your demeanor. You’ll be reporting 

on all of your classes and other activities, and not just English. Remember, 8th graders have a lot of cool things going on! 

8th Grade Group: Leah, Claire, Rachel, Abigail, Lizzy 

Lower Grades – As the upper-classmen, you’ve been-there-done-that through the ranks of every class at St. Joe. You 

need to report on happenings in other grades including profiles of featured students, class projects, and all of the “firsts” 

of the early grades (first time in the cafeteria, first day of school, first time at Mass as a class, first confession, first 

communion, etc.) and how daunting or amazing those firsts are. The focus of this group is taking what you already know 

about St. Joe, and applying it to your writing as you report. Remember, all of the other classes look up to the 8th graders 

for guidance and are modeling their behavior after you. This is your chance to set a good example.  

Lower Grades Group: Lucy, Kaitlyn, Dawson, Londyn, Dani 

Sports – St. Joe has a pretty amazing sports program with basketball, soccer, archery, volleyball, cross country, and I’m 

probably missing a few. The point is, we’re looking for scores, coach and athlete profiles, stories about games, and 

features on the sports offerings. We’d also welcome opinion pieces where you discuss Bulldog pride and St. Joe’s 

competitive edge in games against rivals. We’re looking for excellence in your reporting of St. Joe sports.  

Sports Group: Connor, Joseph, Jared, Ethan, and Hayden 

Mashup – This group will be taking photos, creating crossword puzzles, graphics, and writing creative pieces based upon 

all of the other categories (St. Joseph School, 8th grades, lower grades, and sports). Anything not already categorized fits 

here. It’s important that this group writes well and has the ability to work with all of the other groups.  

Mixed Bag Group: Carter, Braden, Naden, Caden, and Hunter 


