
January 11, 2017 - 8th Grade News Hound Assignment  

#5 Snow Day Edition 
 

Deadlines for Assignment #5:  

1. Draft due Thurs., Jan. 19th!  

2. Final copy due Tuesday, Jan. 24th! 
(Snow days will bump up the deadlines. For example, if you miss school on the 19th, plan to turn in your draft 

on the 20th. That will move the final draft deadline to the 25th.)  

 

Scheduling interview time: You are welcome to schedule interviews during English class time (12:30-1:20 p.m. 

and recess are optimal times), but YOU are responsible for making up the work that you have missed in 

English class. 

Phrases to avoid in your writing: “I’m going to tell you about. . . .” and “all in all.”  

Remember: Quotes are words people actually say. Paraphrasing is a summation of a person’s words, not their 

actual words. Know the difference. 

Class Time: IF time allows, you’ll be given time to meet in groups and work in the computer lab (if the lab is 

available). You are not guaranteed time in class to complete this assignment. If you do not have time to 

complete the assignment, consider it homework. 

The Assignment: Friday, Jan. 13th is expected to be a snow day. Each group is assigned to interview one or two 

St. Joseph School students or personnel specific to your group territory and ask the what their snow day 

experience was like? Was there any ice? Did they lose electricity? Was there snow on the ground? How did 

activities change as a result of the snow day? (Remember to write out your questions and turn them in with 

your draft.) Each group must follow the News Hound formatting rules in their approach to this assignment. 

NOTE: You may want to make phone calls and communicate with your group members on the snow day and 

over the weekend and actually conduct phone interviews, if possible. 

Groups: 

St. Joseph School: Abby C., Allie, Mikayla, Malory, and Jennifer.  

8th Grade Group: Leah, Claire, Rachel, Abigail, and Lizzy.  

Boxturtles (lower grades): Londyn, Lucy, Kaitlyn, Dawson, and Dani.  

Sports: Joseph, Jared, Connor, Ethan, and Hayden.  

Mashup: Naden, Caden, Braden, Hunter, and Carter. Talk to the folks at Joe’s Market and ask them how the 

snow day affected business or the way they operate the store and the way people shop. I spoke with them this 

morning. You will need to talk to Darlene at 573.455.2307. It’s likely you will be able to do the interview over 

the phone.  


