
May 1, 2017 

Vitae-Schwartze “STL Life Issues Contest” Essay Assignment 

DEADLINE: May 15, 2017 (earlier is better) 

CLASSROOM MATERIALS: Thoroughly read Chapter 25: Persuasive Essay on pages 464-471 and the handout. 

We will discuss how the authors handled  

WRITING ASSIGNMENT: Write a 500-1,500 word essay using your original work on one of the following topics: 

abortion, bullying, elderly and child abuse, euthanasia, pornography, human trafficking, and increased 

violence (Vitae). “Envision with us a future where each life is respected and protected” (Vitae). This 

assignment is being completed for both a grade and a contest (contest page attached). This assignment is 

worth 100-points and will be entered in Option C as a writing assignment. Writing assignments are 40% of 

your overall English grade. 

IMPORTANT: “Any sources used in writing the essay must be properly identified using a bibliography (i.e., 

“bibliography” is another term for a works cited page) and footnotes or proper citation. Failure to identify 

non-original material will result in disqualification” (Vitae). (This means plagiarism will not be tolerated.) 

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE: Paraphrasing is putting text you’ve read or speech you’ve heard into your own 

words. Quoting is directly using words another person has written or stated. Quotes require the use of 

quotation marks. Both paraphrasing and quoting require that you cite your sources! 

TITLE PAGE: Your name cannot appear anywhere in your work. Your name goes on the title page only! Your 

title page is part of the Word document you will create in the computer lab. This is how your identifying 

information should appear on your title page: 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER LAB: Every effort will be made to give you time in class to research and compose your assignment 

in the computer lab, however, consider this homework because not many days are available to complete this 

in class. You must save the final copy of your work on my jump drive. Label your document simply using your 

first and last name. Please take your English textbook to the computer lab each and every time because you 

should be referring to Chapter 27: Research Report on pages 486-499 in the writing and formatting of this 

assignment with modifications of leaving off your name and the research paper salutation (this chapter was 

previously covered on the Log Cabin project) (example attached). If you finish your assignment early, and 

other students are still working on their papers, you must engage in one of the following options: AR reading, 

working on homework assignments from other classes, or playing Spelling City online. If, after you’ve finished, 

you choose not to engage in the aforementioned options and, instead, opt to surf the net or watch videos 

and/or disrupt class, you will receive one or two marks, depending upon the offense. Use your time wisely!  

NOTE: If you opt to submit a video to the contest you will have to do so on your own time. You still have to 

write the essay for a grade. 

Title 

Number of Words 

Writer’s Name 

Address 

City, State Zip Code 


