
May 3, 2017 

CATS: Comparing Poems to the Play 

Eighth-grade: Thoroughly read Chapter 29: Study and Test Taking Skills pages 519-535. 

Handouts: You will be given poems about the various characters in the musical, CATS, by 

Andrew Lloyd Weber, which are excerpted from Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats by T.S. 

Eliot.  

Movie: You will watch the play, CATS when a sub is filling in for me on May 9th and 10th.  Take 

notes in your journals pursuant to the note taking portion of Chapter 29 on pages 524-526. 

You may use your notes on the test.  

Test: You will have an essay test over this material on May 11th. There will be three questions: 

1. You will be asked to write one paragraph (five sentences) about the advantages and 

disadvantages that the different “mediums” (one medium is a book of poetry, the other 

is a stage production in a video) have on the topic or main idea conveyed in the play, 

CATS. 

2. You will be asked to write one paragraph (five sentences) about how and why the 

poems turned out to be a good fit for the play, CATS, and to give examples from the play 

comparing how the poems come to life in the context of the stage.  

3. You will be asked to choose one character from the play and write one paragraph (five 

sentences) comparing and contrasting your character’s role in the book with the overall 

structure of the play. 

You may use the notes you took in class and during the movie on your test. You are NOT 

allowed to use any pre-written text on the test (i.e., don’t bring the completed answers to 

your test questions with you and expect to copy them onto the test form. This is a matter of 

using your notes along with your critical reading and observation skills learned in Chapters 29 

and 30 to test your knowledge). You are encouraged to study for this test. 

Journals: Make sure your journals are up-to-date. Your journals must be turned in with your 

test on May 11th. I will be grading these items in your journals: 

1. Notes from the Log Cabin project. 

2. Three paragraphs on the Pope assignment. 

3. Notes from the CATS video. 

 


